
New Member Booklet:
An Introduction to IRTA!

Inside Findings:
IRTA Map

IRTA Contact Information 

IRTA’s Mission

IRTA’s Voter Voice System 

IRTA Member Benefits 

PAC

Foundation

IRTA:
Serving the Needs of Educators Since 1955

IRTA-booklet-2017.indd   1 7/20/17   12:48 PM



IRTA Map

IRTA Map Key for Local Units
Region 3: Cook County - North Lake Shore & Cook County - NorthWest Suburban

Region 4: Cook County - West Lake Shore

Region 5: Kane County - Aurora Area & Kane County - Elgin Area

Region 6: Will County - Joliet Area

Region 8: Rock Island County - Blackhawk

Region 13: Macon County - Decatur Area

Region 14: Sangamon County - Land of Lincoln
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James Bachman
IRTA Executive Director

Welcome New Member,

Thank you for joining the Illinois Retired Teachers Association (IRTA) – the only organization whose number one purpose and goal is to maintain and improve 
benefits for retired educators. Your membership supports IRTA’s advocacy work on issues regarding state subsidized health insurance, pension funding, and 
pension benefits. IRTA has a 68-year record of solid accomplishments on these vital issues.

Your membership guarantees not only a strong legislative voice but also access to all of IRTA’s great member benefits. IRTA’s benefit package includes dental 
and vision group insurance, travel accommodation discounts, and auto and home insurance discounts, to name just a few. Enclosed you will find information 
on IRTA’s benefits (please see IRTA Member Benefits section).

IRTA is a statewide organization which includes 89 local units. The local units are the backbone of the organization. Local units offer a learning and social 
environment through regular meetings where retirees can come together and enjoy productive times with their colleagues. I would like to encourage you to join 
your local unit, if you have not done so already. Find information about your local units by either contacting the IRTA office at 1-800-728-4782 or visit the IRTA 
website at www.irtaonline.org.

I encourage you to consider donating to the Illinois Retired Teachers Association PAC (IRTAPAC).  Donations to this political action committee provides the IRTA 
resources to elect legislators who will fight on your behalf in the general assembly.  There is a simple form that can be used to sign up to provide a $1 per 
month donation via TRS deduction. To obtain the form, please contact the IRTA Office or visit www.irtaonline.org where you can donate online. 

Once again, thank you for joining the IRTA.

Sincerely,
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IRTA Staff
James Bachman
Executive Director
jbachman@irtaonline.org

Susan Goetz
Administrative Assistant
susan@irtaonline.org

Courtney Hayes
Government Affairs Coordinator
chayes@irtaonline.org

Tricia Klim
Member Services Coordinator 
tricia@irtaonline.org

Nathan Mihelich
Director of Membership and Marketing 
nathan@irtaonline.org

Erica Pinkley
Comptroller
epinkley@irtaonline.org

Stephanie Tucker
Receptionist
stephanie@irtaonline.org

IRTA Information

1.800.728.4782
www.irtaonline.org

IRTA Mission Statement

IRTA Website: Create A Profile

The Illinois Retired Teachers Association is a not-for-profit, non-partisan organization of retired
educators. The Association serves the needs and interests of its members through advocacy,

education, cooperation and socialization in a flexible organizational structure.

If you need assistance creating an online IRTA Member Profile, please contact the IRTA Office at 
1.800.728.4782.

IRTA Voter Voice
History teaches us that grassroots numbers matter when it comes to legislative issues.  The IRTA 
makes it possible for you to get politically involved by investing as little as 1-2 minutes of your time, 
from the convenience of your home.

Voter Voice is IRTA’s online grassroots advocacy and lobbying tool.  The IRTA utilizes proven internet-
based technology tools from  Voter Voice to launch and manage grassroots lobbying campaigns and 
other governmental affairs activities.  This process will only take a few clicks of your mouse to 
complete, but it is an extremely effective method of mobilizing IRTA members across Illinois into 
action.
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Sign
Up

Today!

Political Action Committee

The Illinois Retired Teachers Association PAC (IRTAPAC) is a voluntary 
not-for-profit, unincorporated association established in the State of 
Illinois.  IRTAPAC is organized to protect, preserve and improve benefits 
for individuals receiving a pension from the Illinois Teachers’ Retirement 
System.  Contributions to IRTAPAC will be used to enhance political 
awareness of IRTA members and increase their contacts with elected 
officials and candidates.

You can now donate to IRTAPAC and protect the status of retired 
teachers by donating just $1.00 a month through pension deduction. The 
form can be found below or on the IRTA website at www.irtaonline.org.
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Illinois Retired Teachers Association Foundation
Mission Statement
Serving the needs of people through leadership development, growth in self, and service to all mankind.

History
In 1985, after identifying a large number of former educators who were experiencing financial difficulties because of low pensions and rising inflation, 
the IRTA established the Illinois Retired Teachers Association Foundation, Inc. The initial purpose of the Foundation was to build an endowment to 
provide assistance to retired educators. Since that time, the Foundation has assisted retired educators with living expenses, provided scholarships to 
aspiring teachers, worked to protect the rights of the elderly, and provided grants to educators.

Service - Aid to Retired Teachers
The Foundation provides monthly financial assistance to retired educators who are living in times of acute financial stress. In addition,
emergency assistance is also given on an as-needed basis.

Excellence in Education Grants for Teachers
The Foundation has a statewide program that allocates approximately $42,000 in grant money to public school educators (Pre-K through 12) for 
special student projects.

Growth - Scholarships
The Foundation believes that the future of education rests within the minds of well-trained educators. To help nurture the future of teaching, the 
Foundation provides scholarships to promising college students who are pursuing teacher certification.

Helping - How can you help?
The Foundation would also appreciate your financial assistance. Gifts, large or small, will allow the Foundation to continue to provide its services. All 
contributions are tax deductible. If you would like to make a contribution, please send it to the Illinois Retired Teachers Association Foundation, 828 
S. Second St., 4th Floor, Springfield, IL  62704.

IRTA 
828 S. Second St., 4th Floor

Springfield, IL  62704 
(800) 728-4782
irtaonline.org




