Newsletter Articles (for IRTA local units and for state newsletter) – updated 9.8.10
#1

Don’t Delay -  A Donation to IRTA Political Action Committee Is in Your Self-Interest

The website “Illinois Campaign for Political Reform” ( www.ilcampaign.org ) has a Sunshine Database to look up any Illinois candidate or incumbent for contributions and contributors.  For 2009 it listed 41 pages single-space of PACs and contributors.  Last year IRTA’s REPAC (Retired Educators Political Action Committee) raised and spent less than $1000 to show our support of candidates.  That is about an average of 3 cents per member.  After the last Action Newsletter we began to get more donations, but we need to do better.


A target this year of $10 contribution per member will be a good jump start for REPAC.  Mail your donation, whatever the amount, payable to “IRTA-PAC”, attn. IRTA, 620 N. Walnut St., Springfield, IL  62702.

#2

Political Action Committees Have a Long History

A Donation to IRTA Political Action Committee Is in Your Self-Interest


In an attempt to balance the political advantage of wealthy owners of corporations, in 1943 the CIO (Congress of Industrial Organizations) formed the first PAC to accept donations from its union members kept separate from regular union funds.  Immediately corporations began using the same approach to solicit political contributions from executives, board members, and shareholders.  At the federal level since 1988 the spending has been staggering:  Goldman Sachs, $29 million; AT&T, $39 million; NEA, $29 million; AFT, $25 million; and the AMA, $25 million.  A recent U.S. Supreme Court decision essentially removed restrictions on how much corporations and interest groups can donate for political purposes.

The IRTA Political Action Committee has raised and spent less than $1000 per year.  We must do better.  A target this year of $10 contribution per member will be a good jump start for REPAC.  Mail your donation, whatever the amount, payable to “IRTA-PAC”, attn. IRTA, 620 N. Walnut St., Springfield, IL  62702.

#3

Big Money Is Supporting Legislators Who Are Attacking Illinois Pensions and Educators!

Don’t Delay – A Donation to IRTA Political Action Committee Is in Your Self-Interest


The Governor and legislators have negligently underfunded pensions and then used that accumulated debt to scapegoat retired, current, and future teachers and state employees.  The Chicago Tribune runs continuing editorials and letters to the editor seeking to gut public employee pensions.  The problems are not our fault.  We paid our statutory contributions!


So far they have been successful at decimating a retirement plan for new employees.  Now they and the media are taking aim at the retirement benefits of current employees.  If they have not yet attacked current retirees, it is NOT because they don’t want to.


Fight back against these well-funded attackers.  Donate to our IRTA Political Action Committee.  The IRTA-PAC has raised and spent less than $1000 per year.  We must do better.  A target this year of $10 contribution per member will be a good jump start.  Mail your donation, whatever the amount, payable to “IRTA-PAC”, attn. IRTA, 620 N. Walnut St., Springfield, IL  62702.

