SAMPLE MESSAGES-

LETTERS, EMAILS OR PHONE CALLS

SAMPLE #1
Date

Dear Representative (or Senator)________________

I was a teacher for 35 years.  I always prided myself on doing my best each day for my students.  I wish the state of Illinois had followed suit and had done the best it could for the state’s teachers. The state did not come close.

Since 1946 the Teachers’ Retirement System has had to endure underfunding by the state.  Mandated funds to TRS went instead to pork barrel projects and stopgap measures to keep taxes low.  Current state funding to TRS could be cut by 67% if the state had followed the rules and not spent more than they had.  The state is to blame for the shortfall, not teacher pensions.  See the Pension Modernization Task Force of 2009 report.  Please vote against any measure that would weaken TRS or any measure that would “diminish or impair” the current rights of current or retired teachers.  Please remember that we are voters who always vote.

Sincerely,

Your full name and address. 

SAMPLE #2
Date

Dear Representative (or Senator)________________

I spent 35 years teaching in the state of Illinois.  For all these years I paid into TRS with no complaint.  I trusted if I put in my share and the school district put in its share, there would be a secure future.  That isn’t the case because since 1946 the state has reneged on its part of the bargain through underfunding.  The state’s answer is to attempt to bypass guarantees retired and current teachers possess under the Illinois constitution.  

I urge you to vote against any measure that would “diminish or impair” my current pension rights.  All teachers are counting on your support just as you will be counting on our support at election time.

 Sincerely,

Your full name and address

SAMPLE #3

Date

Dear Representative (or Senator)________________

I am a retired teacher who had taught for 35 years in the public schools.  I am concerned about the future of my pension.  Besides underfunding for years, the state is now paying a portion of what it owes to TRS with “phantom” funds.  These are funds the state will realize when the new hires, as of 2011, retire in 35 to 40 years from now.  This only weakens the solvency of the TRS even further.  

I urge you to vote against any bill that would weaken or alter the constitutionally guaranteed retirement rights of retirees and current teachers.  Support us now, and we’ll support you at election time.

Sincerely,

Your full name and address

SAMPLE #4

Date

Dear Representative (or Senator)________________

I am a person who follows the rules, and I have taught children to do so for 37 years.  I have tried to set an example of honoring my commitments, and now I am faced with the possibility that my employer, the state of Illinois will not follow a guarantee the framers of the 1970 Illinois Constitution felt compelled to include in that document to prevent (forestall) the poor funding of TRS since 1946.  

The possibility that the legislature would try to circumnavigate the constitutional guarantee of my teachers' pension, is frightening to me and my fellow retirees, most of whom are not entitled to Social Security and some of whom have no medical benefits other than TRIP.

We were not given a choice about whether to contribute to TRS, which over the years has become a credit card for the state to fund popular issues. Are employers in the private sector allowed to take “pension holidays,” and fail to contribute to Social Security for their employees?  No!  People in the private sector have protection.  TRS has done a good job of managing my retirement savings, despite being short-changed every year, but it cannot continue to be cheated.  Why must I have my retirement savings become the bank, from which others may draw at will?

Please vote against any measure that would alter my constitutionally guaranteed retirement savings, and work to provide the mandated funding to keep it viable.

Sincerely,

Your full name and address

SAMPLE #5

Date

Dear Representative (or Senator)________________

The state of Illinois has underfunded TRS since 1946.  It used mandated monies to pay bills, keep taxes low, bankroll pork barrel projects and fill budget gaps.  Teachers should not have to suffer due to the state’s misguided spending.  I strongly urge you to not “diminish or impair” the pensions of retired and current teachers. 

Sincerely,

Your full name and address

SAMPLE #6

Date

Dear Representative (or Senator)________________

I am a retired teacher who is concerned about my retirement future.  I receive neither Social Security nor Medicare coverage.  The state portion owed to TRS is not a gift but an obligation.  This obligation is a contracted payment for years of teaching deferred until retirement.  Please fulfill your obligation and work to keep TRS solvent. Take no step that would “diminish or impair” our constitutionally guaranteed pensions. Teachers expect you to support teacher pensions, and we will support you.

Sincerely,

Your full name and address

SAMPLE #7

Date

Dear Representative (or Senator)________________

I am a retired teacher who feels under attack because I receive a TRS pension for 35 years of service to the state of Illinois and its citizens.  Now “shared sacrifice” is the battle cry of politicians looking to get out of obligations caused by inept handling of the state’s funds beginning in 1946.  If the state had met its mandated obligations to the TRS, the state would cut its pension payment by 2/3 annually.  Teachers have paid their share.  Now it is up to the state to do its part and not “diminish or impair” teacher pensions. 

Sincerely,

Your full name and address

SAMPLE #8

Date

Dear Representative (or Senator)________________

I taught for 35 years in the public school system.  I never earned a lot of money, but I loved kids and teaching.  I was able to put only a small amount into a 401 (k).  But for those 35 years, I played by the rules, contributing 7 to 9% of my salary to my retirement system, TRS.  The state was also supposed to contribute its share to the TRS system, but it did not do so.  Now TRS is selling a portion of its investments to meet its TRS payroll to retirees.  Those TRS investments are the main source of income for our pension system.  It’s bad business to sell off what is making money except in dire emergencies.  We would not be faced with these problems if the state had simply followed the law rather than skirt around it.  State pension obligations would have been cut by 67% this year if the state did not owe TRS passed monies and interest.

We want to be dealt with fairly by you.  I vote, as does my entire family.  My friends and neighbors vote.  Every active and retired Illinois teacher is watching.  If you do not support us, you will not get our votes.  Do not cut back my pension or the pensions of active teachers.  Teachers vote, and we have long memories.  Now is the time for you to show which side you are on.  I hope to be able to support you in the future. 

Sincerely,

Your full name and address

SAMPLE #9 

(On Collective Bargaining)

Date

Dear Representative (or Senator)________________

Collective bargaining has played a major role in America’s economic miracle and the growth of the middle class.  Sadly, collective bargaining is under plutocratic attack.  Unions represent some of the freest institutions in this land.  There are few finer examples of participatory democracy to be found anywhere.  Too often, discussion about the labor movement centers on disputes, corruption and strikes.  But while these things are headline makers, there are thousands of good agreements reached and put into practice every year without a hitch.  

Since its inception, the collective bargaining law has dramatically reduced the number of strikes, regulated labor relations and given school employees an effective professional voice in improving schools.  We must stand together, legislator and teacher, to preserve freedom so we can pass this most cherished right down to our children.  Do your part by supporting unions and collective bargaining.  If you do, I’ll support you at election time.

Sincerely,

Your full name and address

SAMPLE #10 



Date

Dear Representative (or Senator)________________

I am a retired teacher who has been paying into the Teacher Retirement System for 35 years.  I laud the work the TRS has done with our invested contributions even though it has been underfunded for decades by the state.  Since its inception, TRS has never missed a benefit payment to its members.  

The problems faced today by TRS and its members are not of our causing.  TRS has never had the money to invest that the system was supposed to have.  This is the reason why roughly 67% of the amount paid to TRS by the state this year is payment for past underfunding.  If state contributions had been made over the years as mandated, the state’s cost for this fiscal year would be a quite manageable $700 million rather than $ 2.2 billion.  

Teachers hear the “shared sacrifice” talking point used by misguided legislators and columnists with an axe to grind.  The highly respected National Association of State Retirement Administrators stated that when comparing Illinois educators with other states, one must take into account that educators here do not receive Social Security benefits.  Illinois teacher benefits may seem higher but are not due to this fact.  Also the Pension Modernization Task Force of 2009 found that TRS benefits are actually average when compared to 85 public employee systems nationwide.

Teachers should not have to suffer due to the state’s misguided spending.  I strongly urge you to not “diminish or impair” the pensions of retired and current teachers. We will be voting.

Sincerely,

Your full name and address

